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[25] CHAPTER III.

OF THE CAPTURE AND DEVASTATION OF THE MISSION

OF SAINT JEAN, BY THE IROQUOIS; AND OF THE

DEATH OF FATHER CHARLES GARNIER,

WHO WAS MISSIONARY THERE.

I N the Mountains, the people of which we name
the Tobacco Nation, we have had, for some years
past, two Missions; in each were two of our

Fathers. The one nearest to the enemy was that
which bore the name of Saint Jean; its principal
village, called by the same name, contained about
five or six hundred families.85 It was a field watered
by the sweat of one of the most excellent Mission-
aries who had dwelt in these regions, Father Charles
Gamier, — who was also to water it with his blood,
since there both he and his flock have met death, he
himself leading them even unto Paradise. The day
approaching in which God would make a Church tri-
umphant of that which, up to that time, [26] had
always been in warfare, and which could bear the
name of a Church truly suffering, we received intel-
ligence of it, toward the close of the month of
November, from two Christian Hurons, escaped from
a band of about three hundred Iroquois, who told us
that the enemy was still irresolute as to what meas-
ures he would take,— whether against the Tobacco
Nation, or against the Island on which we were.
Thereupon, we kept ourselves in a state of defense,
and detained our Hurons, who had purposed taking


